
MECALAC 
IN A TREE NURSERY

▲ The nursery Van den Berk is one of the
largest of its kind in the Netherlands.
Located in Sint-Oedenode, north of
Eindhoven, Van den Berk has speciali-
sed in growing large and exotic trees.
Van den Berk has gained a sound repu-
tation by providing its services for thou-
sands of projects throughout Europe,
such as the planting of trees along the
motorway Tourcoing-Roubaix in the nor-
th of France. The most difficult part of a
project compiled by Van den Berk is the
selection of the right trees for a given
location. The quality of the nursery is also
confirmed by the ISO9001 approval.
To carry out the work required on the
210 hectares site, Van den Berk decided
to acquire Mecalac machines. When the
company purchased its first 11CX in
1988, it only had 15 employees. Today,

Van den Berk employs over 60 people
and owns 5 Mecalac machines. The lat-
est addition was a 10MSX acquired in
June 2001. Thanks to its low weight of
only 7.1 tons and its high performance, it
quickly proved its value. 
With regard to the engine power and 
versatility of all Mecalac machines the

Date:
14/03/2003
Place:
The Netherlands
Site:
Work at the Van den Berk
tree nursery
210 hectares

Machine: 
MECALAC 10MSX 
Driver:
Mark Van de Wiel
Eccessories used:
Back hoes, loader 
buckets, pallet truck
handling skids, crane jib.

▲ LANDSCAPING

Company: 
Van den Berk
Contact: 
Paulus Van den Berk
Workforce: 
60
Dealer:
Ahlmann Nederland
Seller:
Thomas Haas
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The Mecalac 
10MSX loading
trees onto 
a trailer
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Mark Van de
Wiel and 2 of his
colleagues with
Hans Sanders,
the Mecalac
specialist in
Holland
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MECALAC IN A TREE NURSERY

Equipment manager Mr. Rini Leenders
states “You can do everything with a
Mecalac. They are great machines. We
only have one other machine for load-
ing trees of up to 15 tons. All other
tasks are completed by my colleagues
with their Mecalac machines”.
Mr. Rini Leenders should know, he has
been employed at Van den Berk for many
years and drives a Mecalac himself when
one of the drivers is absent. Normally
every driver has his designated machine.
Mark van de Wiel previously drove the
11Cxi before switching to the 10MSX
and he is very enthusiastic about his new
machine: “It handles really well when
driving on rough terrain. The high lifting
capacity makes it easy to handle even
the big trees. I have been driving the
10MSX for the last 21 months and it
has given me no difficulties whatsoev-
er”. In particular it is the extreme versatili-
ty of the machines that is greatly appreci-
ated at Van den Berk. To carry out such a
wide range of tasks, the machines are
equipped with backhoes of various sizes,
loading buckets, pallet lifting forks and
handling skids. They may also be fitted
with a jib crane, as the 10MSX is most of
the time. In the case of very tall trees, it is
important to replant them further apart.

This task is accomplished with the
10MSX. Trees that have been sold are
loaded onto trailers that are towed with
the machine’s tow hitch. The trailers are
then hitched to trucks. When using the jib
crane, the working range of the machine is
extended to 4 metres.
When discussing his position with regard
to Mecalac, the Sales and Purchasing
Director Mr. Paulus van den Berk told the
Mecalac Sales manager for Continental
Europe, Mr. Thomas Hass “Over all these
years, we have been perfectly advised
and Mecalac has always supported the
company as it grew. And believe me, if
we hadn’t been so satisfied, we would
never have purchased so many
Mecalac machines”. This is a true indica-
tion of the mutual confidence both com-
panies have in each other. 

A long-standing
partnership:
Paulus Van den
Berk and Hans
Sanders

Loading a truck
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