
Date:
17/06/2004

Location:
Strasbourg

Site:
Running of connections

Machine: 
MECALAC 10MSX

Driver: 
Mr. Nell

Accessories used:
Loader bucket, handling
plate, hydraulic
rock breaker

▲ WATER SUPPLY

Client: 
SUC, drinking water 
distribution dept.

Contact: 
Mr. Krupa, Dept. manager

Workforce: 
79

Dealer:
MTP Bruckel

Salesman:
Claude Burckel
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CUSTOMER 
TESTIMONIAL

EXPERIENCE IN YOUR FIELD

N
º4

Three 10MSX for 
the Strasbourg Urban Council

▲ The Strasbourg urban council
manages a 1,000 kilometre long drinking
water network supplying over 45,000
users. The entire network is sub-divided
into sections and each section has three
service teams for the connection of new
users, repair and maintenance work.
Each section also has its own machinery
and trucks.

As they have been particularly satisfied
with the performance of their 11CX 
purchased in 1996, the SUC decided in
2002 to purchase another 3 Mecalac 
10MSX to replace in particular their
existing excavators which are far too 
cumbersome to work quickly and 
efficiently in an urban environment. After

the morning briefing, the equipment is
loaded onto the trucks, the Mecalac 
driver prepares his machine and then
sets off to the first job of the day. 

Bearing in mind the scope of each 
section, travel speed is an important 
factor, especially as the machines are
always returned to the depot in the 
evening. Visibility and driver comfort are
essential qualities for a machine which is
permanently in use in dense urban traffic. 

The low noise level is greatly appreciated
by the locals, even more so when emer-
gency work has to be completed at night
or over the weekend.

Mecalac
P.A.E. des Glaisins
2, av. du Pré de Challes 
F - 74940 Annecy-le-Vieux
Tel. : +33 (0)4 50 64 01 63
Fax : +33 (0)4 50 64 02 79
www.mecalac.com



▲ WATER SUPPLY (continued)
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Three 10MSX for the Strasbourg Urban Council

▲When on site, the work zone is quick-
ly coned off. Due to its compactness, the
10 MSX only takes up a single traffic
lane. Work is mainly carried out with the
300 mm loader bucket and the earth
removed is loaded directly onto the truck
which is parked just in front of the machine. 

Clearing around the pipe requires finger-
tip precision in order not to damage
other networks run in close proximity
and the fine control feature of the 
10MSX is a considerable advantage in
this case. When the pipe is clear, Mr Nell
sets off to the next site several kilometres
away. During this time, the team replaces
the damaged pipe connection with
another of the same diameter. A new
pipe is run to the user’s cellar and faste-
ned to the connection point on site. The
other end of the pipe is cut and attached
to a chain. The timing is perfect as the 
10MSX is already back and waiting in
front of the hole. 

The loader bucket is placed on the
ground and Mr. Nell equips his 10MSX
with the handling plate. The turret swi-
vels 90° on the machine axis and places
the tool attachment in the hole where the
chain connected to the pipe is clipped
onto the hook. The stabilisers are lowered
and the machine is ready to pull the pipe.
During this phase, where the equipment
is only a few centimetres away from the
other networks, hydraulic precision is
essential as the machine is working at full
power and any inaccuracy would have
serious consequences. After only a few
seconds, the pipe begins to move.

Without moving the machine but simply
rotating the turret, in several seconds Mr
Nell was able to pull the 8 metres of pipe
until the new pipe replaced the old pipe. 

The loader bucket is then refitted in a few
seconds thanks to the Mecalac 10MSX
quick attach system and the machine is
ready to set off for a new job. The machine
will return to the site in the afternoon to
fill the hole as soon as the pipe is
connected to the network. 

The machine versatility, compactness,
speed and precision are all determining
factors. Although each machine has a
designated driver, it also has a stand-in
driver. Nevertheless, for reasons of 
efficiency and reaction-time, around 
15 other department employees are also
authorised to drive the Mecalac.
Operation simplicity is therefore a key
factor when choosing a Mecalac.
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